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Abstract
Objective:

This study aimed to clarify the characteristics of and the association between critical thinking ability and
information literacy in novice nurses.
Methods:

A questionnaire survey was conducted on 712nurses. The questionnaire was composed of questions on
attributes, a scale and two scales: critical thinking disposition scale and information utilization ability scale.
Analysis was done using descriptive statistics to examine the characteristics of attributes and Spearman’s rank
correlation coefficient and multiple regression analysis to examine associations.

Results:

In terms of critical thinking ability, novice nurses had a strong cooperative attitude and had a more inquiring
mind and less confidence in logical thinking compared with more experienced nurses. In terms of information
literacy, novice nurses had a strong ability to collect, transmit, and communicate information, and had greater
expressive power than more experienced nurses. Critical thinking ability and information literacy were
significantly associated in novice nurses (r = 0.449, p < 0.1) and information literacy and the basic nursing
education course had an impact on novice nurses’ critical thinking ability.

Conclusions:
The ability to judge, create, and process information needs to be fostered as part of the information literacy of

novice nurses in order to cultivate their critical thinking ability.
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